
January 23, 2018 

 

 ERIE COUNTY COUNCIL – Regular Meeting 

 

 

Chairman Foust called to order a Regular Meeting of the Erie County Council at 7:00 p.m. at the Erie 

County Council Chambers, 140 West 6
th

 Street, Room 117, Erie, PA.  Following the Pledge of 

Allegiance, Mrs. Loll read the following prayer/invocation:  

 

“We have come to this place to govern.  We are encouraged and challenged to do our finest job.  We need 

to remember why we are here and with grace do our best.  God, help us to listen and hear what the people 

have to say.  Help us to remember and help us to see and look ahead to what our duties will be.  Guide us 

to listen carefully.  We ask this in the name of our savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.”.   

 

 

Roll Call The County Clerk called the roll: 

 

     Members Present: Mr. Anderson 

Mrs. Fatica 

   Mr. Horton 

   Mr. Leone  

        Mrs. Loll 

        Mr. Rastetter    

        Dr. Foust 

        

     Members Absent: None. 

 

     Also Present:  Douglas R. Smith, County Clerk 

        Sue Ellen Pasquale, Manager of Accounting 

        James Sparber, Director of Finance 

        Joseph Maloney, CPA 

        Thomas Talarico, Solicitor 

         

 

Hearing of The Public Jason Brendel, Erie, PA; Mr. Brendel discussed issues surrounding the LGBT community and the 

state equality index that was released.  There are 500,000 LGBT citizens in the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania.  Erie is the lowest in the region.  He asked that the HRC stop lying to him and the 

LGBT community.  He gave an example that there is nothing behind the HRC for the LGBT 

community across the Commonwealth.  He stated that the Pennsylvania Fairness Act needed to be 

passed and he asked for Council’s help.  Mr. Brendel commented that Erie is not an LGBT friendly 

place to live because the laws don’t work for this community.  He then offered to work with the 

County Executive and County Council to help curb the opioid epidemic in the community.   

 

Approval of Minutes Mr. Leone moved to approve the minutes from the November 14, 2017 Regular Meeting, 

December 19, 2017 Regular Meeting, December 27 and 28, 2017 Special Meetings, January 2, 

2018 Reorganization Meeting, and January 9, 2018 Special Meeting.  This was seconded by Mr. 

Horton and carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

Reports of  

County Officials  
 Mrs. Fatica stated that the Finance Committee met on Thursday, January 18, 2018, and agreed to 

place Ordinances 1-3, 2018 under Old Business; Ordinances 4-11, 2018, Resolutions 2-15, 2018, 

one Sale of Parcel, and two Board/Authority appointments under New Business on the agenda. 
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OLD BUSINESS  
 

Ord. 1, 2018 – ECIDA 

Amend. To Admin. 

Code Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 1, 2018, “Amending Erie County 

Industrial Development Authority Article II, Section 5(D)(1)(c)(ii) of the Administrative Code of 

Erie County”.  This was moved by Mr. Leone and seconded by Mrs. Loll. 

 

 Chairman Foust repeated what he has said before and meaning no disrespect to anyone supporting 

this ordinance, he feels this is an example of politics at its worst.  He feels this is reminiscent of 

board packing schemes of old, of the ECGRA board packing scheme of recent time, and he felt it 

was odd that Council has to make this request on behalf of the Administration, twice, and that is a 

red flag to him.  The fact that this occurred after the election and in the same time table as the 

things that went on with ECGRA causes him a lot of pause and concern for the future.  For those 

reasons, he will be voting no. 

 

 Ordinance Number 1, 2018, then carried in a 5-2 vote, with Mr. Horton and Chairman Foust voting 

No. 

 

Ord. 2, 2018 – Gaming 

Fund Rev. Exp. & Rel. 

Of Restricted GECAC 

Grant Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 2, 2018, “2018 Gaming Fund Budget 

Revised Revenue and Expenditures of $719,806 from Release of Restricted GECAC Grant”.  This 

was moved by Mr. Anderson and seconded by Mrs. Loll. 

 

 Chairman Foust stated that he is prepared to go forward and if any of this ordinance is moved to be 

tabled he would support that.  As he stated in Caucus, when he requested more information he was 

given time and if other members of Council would like that same opportunity, he felt it should be 

granted.  Chairman Foust did not feel that GECAC’s back is necessarily up against the wall just yet 

and if he truly felt it was, he would be of another mind.  Chairman Foust stated no disrespect to 

Mr. Jones, who was in attendance, or GECAC in general, because this is an agency that matters a 

lot to this community and he was not interested in defaming them or causing them undo angst 

whatsoever.  He asked members of Council that if these letters were not GECAC but were ECGRA 

and read some of the things that they’ve seen with GECAC, that money was spent in ways that 

Council wouldn’t normally want – it’s not illegal or unethical – there are things that have gone on 

that Council probably would have wished would have happened otherwise and Council can work 

with GECAC to straighten those things out in the future, but would Council feel the same way if it 

was ECGRA and he was not sure that would be the case.   

 

 Mrs. Fatica read the following statement: 

 

 “The finger pointing and innuendos as well as the outright accusations have placed GECAC, its 

employees, and those getting services, at risk.  I am at a loss to explain the motivation of an 

outgoing Councilman.  One has to wonder if there was some sort of personal agenda that GECAC 

was singled out from other organizations requesting funds.  As elected officials, we have a 

responsibility to improve the lives of our constituents.  Delaying funds to GECAC and its clients 

will not improve lives and may cause great harm.  I intend to vote to release the funds to GECAC.  

Thank you.”. 

 

 Mr. Horton stated he echoes his colleagues on the fine work that GECAC does.  He stated time and 

time again his opinion of the CEO, Mr. Jones, and believes that his reputation and integrity are 

above reproach.  Mr. Horton is looking for a way to resolve this in a way that is favorable to 

GECAC.  He is asking that the AAA funding be separated out to be voted on because he does not 

have the information after submitting a letter to the solicitor and accounting department.  He 

informed everyone at last Thursday’s meeting that the only information he had was the information 
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preliminary conversations with Mr. Jones, but nothing further.  He hadn’t heard anything from the 

County Executive or the solicitor at that point or the committee that met with the County Executive 

and Mr. Jones, which included Mr. Leone and Mr. Breneman, and he did not get any feedback 

from that meeting.  He stated that the Tax Assessment Office has entered into the fray so it is his 

intent, as his mother always told him, when you see those you love and there is a difference of 

opinion, you stay neutral.  If someone comes to you and you are unable to stay neutral, you look 

for compromise.  Mr. Horton sought compromise and approached his colleagues to release the 

2017 funding they are entitled to, and release the AAA funding.  Mr. Horton does have questions 

on the spending of the other funding and the community has questions.  He is prepared to vote in 

the affirmative to release the AAA funding, but would request that the Administrative portion of 

funding be tabled.  As Chairman Foust stated, GECAC’s back is not against the wall and more 

needs to be determined as to the GECAC/GEEDC relationship.  He did not feel it was 

unreasonable to be allotted more time.  As a body, Council could have done things better and he 

does not like how this is playing out.  There was a similar situation with EMTA last year and 

Council had to re-evaluate some relationships and the way that business is done.  It was his hope 

that the AAA funding gets approved and that the Administrative funding be tabled to give him 

time to digest all this information. 

 

 Chairman Foust stated that before the request is made officially, he did ask for information from 

GECAC and Council did get that recently and he appreciated the detail that was provided in that 

information.  Chairman Foust is working with Mr. Maloney and Mr. Smith to come up with an 

ordinance to have that type of information ahead of time.  The fact that Council didn’t have it 

ahead of time was not GECAC’s fault because Council didn’t ask for it until now, but this is 

something that he is going to bring to Council soon enough so that information is given ahead of 

time and at budget time and at the end of the year request some sort of close out report so the 

agency or organization can report how that money was spent, successfully or not, and just because 

they didn’t achieve a goal doesn’t necessarily mean that it is a bad thing or that they would be 

ineligible for funding in the future.   

 

 Mr. Anderson echoed his comments that it is a concerning practice if Council picks out one grant 

recipient and ask them to have funds restricted or come in and change the way in which we ask 

them to receive restricted or unrestricted funds, and Council doesn’t do that fairly across the board, 

he feels it is Council’s issue and an administrative issue, not a grant recipient issue.  Council needs 

to own it and make sure that Council is fair across the board with all grant recipients to make sure 

there is a form in which restrictions or unacceptable budget items are explained, along with a  

closeout form at the end of the year to make sure each organization has followed through.  He feels 

that is a process that is long overdue in the County and if that is a positive outcome of this 

situation, he feels the County will be better for it.  He has real concerns about hurting the end user.  

There are senior citizens in the community who are counting on the services of GECAC and he 

wanted to make sure that all of those end users’ services are not interrupted and that Council is not 

picking on one organization for any specific political reason or someone’s political agenda to hold 

up funding for them.  He thanked Mr. Jones and the entire GECAC staff for their forthrightness in 

getting information to Council, their patience with Council, their willingness to continuously 

answer questions.  It concerned Mr. Anderson that there are still questions out there when the 

answers have already been given.  He intends to vote to release the funds to GECAC.  Council can 

then work behind the scenes with the Administration to work with GECAC and the other grant 

recipients to put together a fair and impartial framework. 

 

 Chairman Foust stated he does not disagree with what Mr. Anderson said, but anytime that Council 

has questions about a particular grant, as a fideuciary agent of the County, it is incumbent upon 

Council to investigate that as best they can and get answers to that.  Mr. Jones has done that 

certainly to his satisfaction.  The reason Chairman Foust would vote for the tabling measure is that 

even though his questions have been answered, another member of Council has questions that they 

don’t feel have been fully addressed, until there is a point where Council’s back is against the wall 

where services may be crippled, Chairman Foust is willing to give that member more time.   
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 Mr. Horton asked for a separation of vote on the funding.  The Roll call for AAA Funding was as 

follows: 

 

 Mr. Horton – Yes; Mr. Leone – Yes; Mrs. Loll – Yes; Mr. Rastetter – Yes; Mr. Anderson – Yes; 

Mrs. Fatica – Yes; Chairman Foust – Yes. 

 

 Mr. Horton moved to table the remaining GECAC funding.  This was seconded by Mr. Leone.  

The Roll call for tabling the remaining GECAC Funding was as follows: 

 

 Mr. Leone – No; Mrs. Loll – No; Mrs. Rastetter – No; Mr. Anderson – No; Mrs. Fatica – No; Mr. 

Horton – Yes, Chairman Foust – Yes. 

 

 The motion to table failed by a vote of 2-5. 

 

 Chairman Foust then called for a vote on the release of the remaining funds.  The roll call was as 

follows: 

 

 Mrs. Loll – Yes; Mr. Rastetter – Yes; Mr. Anderson – Yes; Mrs. Fatica – Yes; Mr. Horton – Yes; 

Mr. Leone – Yes; Chairman Foust – Yes. 

 

Ord. 3, 2018 –  

Creation of  

Land Bank Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 3, 2018, “An Ordinance to Create the Erie 

County Land Bank”.  This was moved by Mr. Leone and seconded by Mrs. Fatica. 

 

 Dr. Foust stated that he will be voting no against this measure and it’s probably clear to most 

people why.  As he’s stated before, he does not feel that the most creative answer this community 

can find is to make it a department of County government.  The interim Director of Planning, Amy 

Murdock, who he has the highest respect for and if he had his way four years ago, she would be 

working for Council, but she is not and he is sure she will do well in Planning.  Chairman Foust is 

not going to cheer against the land bank’s success.  It is an important feature that hopefully will 

help the community in a lot of positive ways.  He did not feel this is the best way to go about it by 

expanding the employees of County government sooner than later and this could have been 

addressed more creatively otherwise.  He will give it support the best he can moving forward. 

 

 Ordinance Number 3, 2018, then carried in a 5-2 vote, with Mr. Horton and Chairman Foust voting 

No. 

 

Motion to Amend 

The Agenda Mr. Leone moved to amend the agenda and make Ordinances 4 through 8, and 10, 2
nd

 readings.  

This was seconded by Mrs. Fatica and carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

 Chairman Foust clarified for those new to a meeting that ordinances need two readings and 

oftentimes for issues of timeliness, Council will waive that requirement to be able to take 

advantage of the action presented in the ordinance.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Ord. 4, 2018 – PH 

SA to Correct AS #4 Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 4, 2018, “First 2018 Public Health Fund 

Budget Supplemental Appropriation of $1,000 to Correct Action Sheet #4”.  This was moved by 

Mr. Leone, seconded by Mrs. Loll and carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 
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Ord. 5, 2018 – GF SA 

To Correct AS #32 Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 5, 2018, “Second 2018 General Fund 

Budget Supplemental Appropriation of $1,000 for Correction of Budget Action Sheet #32”.  This 

was moved by Mr. Horton, seconded by Mrs. Loll, and carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

Ord. 6, 2018 – GF SA 

For Unspent Up for the 

Job Funds Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 6, 2018, “Third 2018 General Fund Budget 

Supplemental Appropriation of $24,000 and Creation of ‘Professional Fees’ Line Item for Unspent 

2017 ‘Up for the Job’ Funds”.  This was moved by Mr. Horton, seconded by Mr. Leone, and 

carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

Ord. 7, 2018 – Empl. 

Fringe Benefit SA 

For Wellness Bureau Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 7, 2018, “First 2018 Employees Fringe 

Benefit Fund Budget Supplemental Appropriation of $4,000 and Creation of Line Items for New 

County Wellness Bureau”.  This was moved by Mrs. Loll, seconded by Mr. Leone and carried in a 

unanimous roll call vote. 

 

Ord. 8, 2018 – PH SA 

For Blue Zone Comm. 

Health Assmt. Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 8, 2018, “Second 2018 Public Health Fund 

Budget Supplemental Appropriation of $13,334 for Blue Zones Community Health Assessment”.  

This was moved by Mr. Anderson, seconded by Mr. Leone and carried in a unanimous roll call 

vote. 

 

Ord. 9, 2018 – GF 

SA for Review of  

County Def. Comp. 

Plans Mr. Smith gave a first reading of Ordinance Number 9, 2018, “Fourth 2018 General Fund Budget 

Supplemental Appropriation of $15,500 for Review of County’s Deferred Compensation Plans”.   

 

Ord. 10, 2018 – OCY 

Rev. Exp. & Creation 

Of Exp. Line for Ct. 

Ordered Placement Mr. Smith gave a second reading of Ordinance Number 10, 2018, “2018 Children & Youth 

Services Fund Budget Revised Expenditures and Creation of Expense Line for Court Ordered 

Placement”.  This was moved by Mr. Leone and seconded by Mrs. Loll. 

 

 Dr. Foust briefly commented that from time to time there are new placements for youth coming out 

of Erie County and this is an ordinance on that issue. 

 

 Ordinance Number 10, 2018, then carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

Ord. 11, 2018 – GF 

SA for Inc. in Prof. 

Fees Line Mr. Smith gave a first reading of Ordinance Number 11, 2018, “Fifth 2018 General Fund Budget 

Supplemental Appropriation of $38,000 for Increase in Professional Fees”.   

 

 Mr. Leone then moved to approve the following Resolutions (#2-11) in one vote.  This was 

seconded by Mr. Horton and carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 
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mentioned in the Finance meeting, there was a plan presented to the County from the 

Redevelopment Authority to try to address that for the long term and it was declined and all that 

happened by waiting two or three months on these particular leases was increase the price to the 

county, which was minimal, but nevertheless it was increased.  Council needs to be cautious of that 

moving forward. 

 

Res. 2-11, 2018 Resolution Number 2, 2018, “Approval of Tentative Lease Agreement with Millcreek Township 

for Office Space Located at 3608 West 26th Street, Erie, Pennsylvania for Magisterial District 

Judge Laurie Mikielski”.   

 

 Resolution Number 3, 2018, “Approval of Tentative Lease Agreement with Summit Township for 

Office Space Located at 1230 Townhall Road, Erie, Pennsylvania for Magisterial District Judge 

Brian McGowan”.   

 

Resolution Number 4, 2018, “Approval of Tentative Lease Agreement with Greene Township for 

Office Space Located at 9333 Tate Road, Erie, Pennsylvania for Magisterial District Judge Sue 

Strohmeyer”.   

 

 Resolution Number 5, 2018, “Approval of Tentative Lease Agreement with McKean Borough for 

Office Space Located at 8952 Main Street, McKean, Pennsylvania for Magisterial District Judge 

Denise Stuck-Lewis”.   

 

 Resolution Number 6, 2018, “Approval of Tentative Lease Agreement with Joseph Feghali for 

Office Space Located at 1021 Parade Street, Erie, Pennsylvania, for Magisterial District Judge Paul 

Urbaniak”.   

 

Resolution Number 7, 2018, “Approval of Tentative Lease Agreement with Lake Erie Christian 

Fellowship for Office Space Located at 1571 West 38th Street, Erie, Pennsylvania for Magisterial 

District Judge Timothy S. Beveridge”.   

 

 Resolution Number 8, 2018, “Approval of Tentative Lease Agreement with Susan L. Adiutori for 

Office Space Located at 460 East 26th Street, Erie, Pennsylvania for Magisterial District Judge 

Paul Bizzarro”.   

 

 Resolution Number 9, 2018, “Approval of Tentative Lease Agreement with Corry Federal Credit 

Union for Office Space Located at 732 worth Street, Corry, Pennsylvania for Magisterial District 

Judge Denise Buell”.   

 

 Resolution Number 10, 2018, “Approval of Tentative Lease Agreement with Wesleyville Borough 

Council for Office Space Located at 3921 Buffalo road, Erie, Pennsylvania, for Magisterial District 

Judge Lisa Ferrick”.   

 

Resolution Number 11, 2018, “Approval of Tentative Lease Agreement with North East Township 

for Office Space Located at 10300 West Main Road, North East, Pennsylvania for Magisterial 

District Judge Scott B. Hammer”.   

 

Res. 12 & 14, 2018 Mr. Leone moved to table Resolutions 12 and 14, 2018.  This was seconded by Mrs. Loll and 

carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

Res. 13, 2018 –  

Res. To Appr. Tax 

Agmt. w/UPMC Hamot Mr. Smith gave a reading of Resolution Number 13, 2018, “Resolution to Approve the Real Estate 

Tax Agreement between the Erie County Board of Assessment Appeals, the School District of the 

City of Erie, the City of Erie, and UPMC Hamot”.  This was moved by Mrs. Loll, seconded by Mr. 

Leone, and carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 
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Res. 15, 2018 – App. 

Solicitor Contract 

By Office of Sheriff Mr. Smith gave a reading of Resolution Number 15, 2018, “Approving Solicitor Contract 

Submitted by the Office of the Sheriff”.  This was moved by Mrs. Loll, seconded by Mr. Leone, 

and carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

BOARD/AUTHORITY 

APPOINTMENTS Mr. Anderson moved to approve the appointment of Morgan Nicole Palombi to the Erie County 

Library Board.  This was seconded by Mrs. Loll. 

 

 Mr. Anderson commented that this is a very gratifying appointment for him.  Ms. Palombi is a 

graduate of Mercyhurst Prep and Kent State University and has just recently received a Master’s 

Degree from Edinboro.  She is a teacher at the Charter School of Excellence and very interested 

and committed to the community.  She is interested in participating in the community moving 

forward and she will be a very energetic and engaged member of the Library Advisory Board.  She 

will bring a new approach to the library and how the new generation uses the library especially 

with the Idea Lab and other things the library has been partaking in.  He asked his colleagues to 

approve this appointment. 

 

 This appointment was approved in a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

 Mr. Leone then moved to approve the appointment of Tim McCormick to the Erie County 

Redevelopment Authority.  This was seconded by Mrs. Loll and carried in a unanimous roll call 

vote. 

 

SALE OF PARCELS Mr. Leone moved to approve the Sale of Parcel from Repository for Unsold Properties at the 

following index number: 

 

  #41-009-034.0-003.00 

 

 This was seconded by Mr. Horton and carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

 Chairman Foust noted that he reviewed the Council liaison list with Mrs. Breter and it has been 

finalized.  He stated he did his best to accommodate all requests and the list would be sent out as 

soon as possible. 

 

 There being no further business, the meeting then adjourned at 7:42 p.m. 

 

Deneé M. Breter, Council Secretary  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


